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SUBJ: BCP ATTACKS FOLLOWING TENG HSIAO PING VISIT 

REF: RANGOON 3415 

1 . A FRESH OUTBREAK OF FIGHTING BETWEEN THE BURMA COMMUNIST 
PARTY (BCP) AND GOVERNMENT FORCES TOOK PLACE IN EARLY FEBRUARY, 
SHORTLY AFTER THE DEPARTURE FROM BURMA OF PRC VICE PREMIER 
TENG HSIAO PING. THE BCP LAUNCHED A ONE BRIGADE SIZE ATTACK IN THE 
GENERAL VICINITY OF KUNLONG, WHERE MAJOR FIGHTING OCCURRED 
LAST OCTOBER (SEE REF), AND OTHER SMALLER ACTIONS. THREE 
BURMA ARMY OFFICERS WERE KILLED IN ACTION, INCLUDING ONE 
BATTALION COMMANDER. THE GUB HAS DECIDED NOT TO REPORT THE 
FIGHTING IN THE GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED NEWS MEDIA. THE BURMESE 
CONSIDER THAT THE ATTACKS WERE LAUNCHED FOR POLITICAL PURPOSES. 
(THE FOREGOING INFORMATION WAS PROVIDED TO THE DEFENSE ATTACHE 
BY THE DIRECTOR OF DEFENSE SERVICES INTELLIGENCE, COL. MYO AUNG.) 

2. THE BCP RADIO ' VOICE OF THE PEOPLE OF BURMA" BROADCAST 

A REPORT ON FEBRUARY 14 OF THREE BCP ATTACKS IN THE FIRST WEEK 
OF FEBRUARY, IN WHICH IT WAS CLAIMED THE BURMA ARMY LOST 85 
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MEN KILLED IN ACTION, INCLUDING SIX OFFICERS, AND A SIZEABLE 
QUANTITY OF ARMS AND AMMUNITION. 

3. COMMENT: WE HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO GET MORE DETAILS REGARDING 
THE FIGHTING, BUT WE BELIEVE THE BCP CLAIMS ARE CERTAINLY 
WITHIN THE REALM OF POSSIBILITY. THE TIMING OF THE ATTACKS, 

FOLLOWING SEVERAL MONTHS OF A COMPARATIVE LULL IN THE FIGHTING, 
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APPEARS INTENDED, IN PART AT LEAST, TO DEMONSTRATE THAT THE 
BCP REMAINS AN AGGRESIVE FORCE, DESPITE TENG'S VISIT. 

4. THE BURMA ARMY SEEMS TO BE FOLLOWING A BASICALLY DEFENSIVE 
STRATEGY OF CONTAINMENT SO FAR THIS DRY SEASON. NO MAIOR 
OFFENSIVE HAS YET BEEN INITIATED, ALTHOUGH WE HAD EARLIER 
INDICATIONS THAT ONE WAS PLANNED. WE BELIEVE THIS STRATEGY 
IS DICTATED AS MUCH BY RESOURCE LIMITATIONS AS ANY OTHER 
REASON. ALTHOUGH IT IS POSSIBLE THAT AN OFFENSIVE MIGHT YET 
BE LAUNCHED IN THE COMING MONTHS, AS TIME PASSES IT LOOKS 
INCREASINGLY THAT THE GUB IS NOT WILLING TO EXPEND SCARCE 
RESOURCES AT THIS TIME TO CONDUCT MAJOR OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS 
AGAINST THE BCP. HOWEVER, THERE HAVE BEEN A CONTINUING SERIES 
OF SMALL BURMA ARMY OPERATIONS AGAINST THE BCP, REPORTEDLY 
INCLUDING SOME IN THE BCP STRONGHOLD EAST OF THE SALWEEN 
RIVER IN THE NORTHERN SHAN STATE. 

BARTLEY 
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